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Dictation Time Length: 07:16
October 22, 2023

RE:
Michael Eells
History of Accident/Illness and Treatment: Michael Eells is a 34-year-old male who reports he injured his right foot and heel at work on 12/15/21. On that occasion, he fell off of a ladder from the second storey, approximately 8 feet off the ground. In doing so, he landed on his right heel. He did go to Jefferson Hospital Emergency Room the same day leading to a diagnosis of a fractured calcaneus. This was repaired surgically followed by physical therapy. He completed his course of active treatment in approximately March 2023. Rest of that section is normal
Mr. Eells was seen at Jefferson Health Emergency Room beginning 12/15/21. WE NEED THE ACTUAL RECORDS FROM THAT ENCOUNTER. On 12/21/21, he was seen by Dr. O’Neil. He related the claimant was on a ladder approximately 8 feet off the ground when the ladder fell from under him. He fell to the ground landing directly on his right heel. He was seen at the emergency room where he was diagnosed with a right calcaneus fracture. No other orthopedic injuries were identified. He was admitted for observation and discharged home on 12/17/21. Since that time, he had been non-weightbearing. Clinical exam was done and repeat x-rays were taken. These demonstrated what appeared to be a comminuted intra-articular joint depression fracture of the right calcaneus. He also reviewed a CAT scan of the ankle confirming the diagnosis of a comminuted displaced intraarticular joint depression right calcaneus fracture with involvement of both the posterior facet of the subtalar joint as well as the calcaneocuboid joint. They discussed treatment options including the potential for surgical intervention. In the interim, he was to remain non-weightbearing. On 12/29/21, surgery was done by Dr. O’Neil to be INSERTED here. Mr. Eells followed up postoperatively on 02/11/22. His progress was monitored over the next few months with serial x-rays being performed. On 08/10/22, a podiatrist named Dr. Samuel performed an evaluation whose relevant conclusions will be INSERTED here as marked. Follow-up with Dr. O’Neil continued through 04/14/23. Diagnostic assessment was displaced intra-articular fracture of the right calcaneus with malunion. He was released from care to follow up on an as-needed basis. 
PHYSICAL EXAMINATION
GENERAL APPEARANCE: He was wearing sandals called Yeezy who he states are like slides. They are rubbery in texture.
LOWER EXTREMITIES: Inspection of the lower extremities revealed no bony or soft tissue abnormalities. There was no leg length discrepancy with the examinee supine, as measured at the medial malleoli. Inspection revealed mild swelling of the right ankle. There was healed scarring on the lateral aspect of the right ankle in a transverse orientation. There was onychomycosis of all 10 of his toenails. Skin was otherwise normal in color, turgor, and temperature. Ankle inversion on the right was 15 degrees compared to 20 degrees on the left. Motion of the ankles, knees and hips was otherwise full in all spheres without crepitus or tenderness. Deep tendon reflexes were 2+ at the patella and Achilles bilaterally. Peripheral pulses, pinprick, and soft touch sensations were intact bilaterally. Manual muscle testing was 5/5 at the extensor hallucis longus and throughout the lower extremities bilaterally. There was no significant tenderness with palpation of either lower extremity.

FEET/ANKLES: Normal macro

LUMBOSACRAL SPINE: Normal macro
IMPRESSIONS and ANALYSES: Based upon the history, record review, and current examination, I have arrived at the following professional opinions with a reasonable degree of medical probability.

On 12/15/21, Michael Eells fell from a height of about 8 feet off of a ladder striking his right heel. He was seen at the emergency room the same day where x-rays identified a fracture of his calcaneus. He was hospitalized for two days and then released immobilized and non-weightbearing. He then came under the orthopedic care of Dr. O’Neil who repeated x-rays confirming the diagnosis. He also reviewed the plain x‑rays and the CAT scan that were already done at the emergency room. Mr. Eells participated in conservative care over the next week or two. On 12/29/21, he submitted to surgery to be INSERTED here.
He followed up postoperatively through 02/17/23 when he was released from care to full duty. He also was seen by a podiatrist named Dr. Samuel on 08/10/22 as noted above.

The current examination found Mr. Eells had slight swelling of the right ankle. There was onychomycosis of all 10 toenails. There was healed surgical scarring about the right lateral ankle. There was decreased range of motion of both ankles in inversion, more noticeable on the right than the left. He ambulated with a physiologic gait. He did not use an orthotic device or hand-held assistive device for ambulation.

I will rate this case using the 6th Edition for the diagnosis of a comminuted right calcaneus fracture repaired surgically with open reduction and internal fixation.
